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seems credible, but there is no contemporary evidence
to support it, and it was probably only one more of
the exaggerations with which at that time every
political party was trying to discredit its enemies.
However, it was enough to swing Portela round to
Zamora's viewpoint, and the election went through
without the restraint of armed forces.
The Popular Front returned to the Cortes with
256 seats to the opposition's total of 217. The latter
claimed that in reality the Popular Front had
polled less than four and a half million of over
nine million votes cast. The exigencies of Spanish
electoral law might account for a small discrepancy,
but if all the allegations of returns destroyed and
falsified by the frenzied mobs were true, it is difficult
to see how there were any official election figures
available as evidence. Once in power the Popular
Front turned the charges of fraudulence against
their enemies. They set up a commission for the
verification of Parliamentary mandates, whose
findings increased their majority to a clear hundred.
Perhaps when the Spanish Civil War is no more
than a page of history, it will be possible for some
studious investigator to extricate the true facts of
the election of February, 1936, from the mire of
partisan fabrications which obscure them from every
side. But while the welter of propaganda continues,
one can be sure of only this; that each side was
determined to vilify the other, and that even
seeming facts are not always reliable. An instance